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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Oe, Chriſtian Reader, while the 
= world not ſlumbred, but routed and 
. ſnorted in the deepe and dead flee 
CA was of ignorance. ſome liuely ſpirits 
were waking, and ceaſed not to cal vpon the 
droufie multitude of men, and to ſtirre them 
vp from the long dreames of ſinfull lining, 
that once at the laſt they would creepe out 
of darkneſſe, and come forth to the hote 
i ſhining Sunne of Gods word, that both the 
| filthy miſts of their hearts might bee driuen 
1 away, and alſo their heauy and dying ſpirits 
recreated, refreſhed, and quickened. So that 
70 man can aleadge, that in any age there 
wanted preachers of Gods word. For hee 
that keepeth ou ſleepeth not, nor ſlum- 
|, breth. And though through his ſecret coun- 
Fell, hee ſendeth more Labourers into this har- 
weſt at one time then at another: yet he hath 
euer ſome to weede, to reape, to gather ſheaues 
together into the barnes of euerlaſting life. 
| Reade therefore diligently this little Sermon, 
I long ſince written, = thou ſbalt perceiue 
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; ou ihe Chriſtian Readent” EE, 
1 *he . quicke ſpirit in the Author a 1 
e * * 2 7 left 2 J. 3 284 
= 2 erpely, carne ty _ 
Oe A. 2 the Jan ; en ih hg i $19 — | 
Seribes and Aber, et, whith . their 
den and blunt aut, could nouer touch- 
hike, though they haue occupied and worn 
rhe» Pulpets for many yeeres: The ward 2 
God is lively and mighty in operation, and 
= 22 7 — any two-edged ſword, and cut- _ 
even vnto the eren of the ſouſe; and = 
the ſpirit, and of the jointures and marroy, 
c. Wherefare eftſaone I exhort tles, 1. 
read this little Treatiſe diligently, and not 
RO ' onely to reuerence the authority and linely © 
irit, and word of God therein : but alſo ts I 
both to acknowledge; and woreeyer io 
amend the wickedneſſe of 5; 2 Which Gul | 


* for his nen 125 Amen. 
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£HRIST the e Author and Doctour TI 
all Trueth; in his Goſpell; likeneth the 14.4 
E kingdome of ee to an heuſbold- 
er, ſaying on this wiſe: Lite as ibe 
Leingdome. of beauen to an bouſbolding man, 
"that went farth firſt in the Morning to 2 works. 
men into his Vineyard; ſo did bee abvut the third 
boure, the fixt, the ninth, and the eleventh. And 
as hee found men ſtanding idle, he ſaid to them: 
* Why ſtand yee here vnoccupied? Go yee into my 
MM; Vineyard, and that that is due I ſhall giue you. 
And when the Day was ended; hee called his Stew- 
ard, and bade that hee thould giue euery man a 
Penny. 
P Spiricually y; this houſebolder is our maſter cod! 
Lord Chriſt, the true houſcholder, and head of his 
© Church heere in earth: which calleth men in divers | 
' houres of the day, that is, in divers ages of the 
' world. As in the time of nature, hee called by 
Iſl Aerea Enoch, * ee yp other 
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. 10 1 time oft = 8010 2 — hee called? Mo. 3 
r, Dauid, Eſay, and Teremy; with the Prophets. 
And in the time of grace, hee called the Apoſtles, 
Martyrs,: Confeſſours and Virgins. Hee called 
alſo ſome in. Childhood, as Tobn Baptiſt : Some W 
their youth, as Iohn the Evangeliſt : ſome i in their 
middie age, as Peter and Andrew: ſome in their 
latter dayes, as Gamaliel, and Iaſeph of Aramathia. 
And all theſe he called to labour in the Lord's: = þ 
Vineyard, that is, his Church: yea, and that ſun- : 
dry wayes. For right as ye ſee, that in trimming 
of this material Vine, there be diuers laborers: For 
jome cut away the branches that be voide, ſome 
vnderſet and lay abroade the Vine, yea, ſome pare 
away the olde earth, and lay new to the roote, 
- which offices bee all ſo neceſſary to the Vine, that 
If any of them faile or want, It muſt be either cut, 
or it will deſtroy the growing of the Vine. For 
vnleſſe the Vine be cut, ſhe will waxe wilde; ex- | 
ccept ſhe bee railed up, and laid abroud, weddes and | 
nettles will ſoon ouergrow her. And if the roote 
be not fatted with new and freſh dung for feeble- 
neſſe ſhee will waxe barren. No leffe needful in 
Chriſt's Church, bee theſe three Offices of Friſt- ©; 
hood, Knighthood, and Labourers : . 
| The Prieſts or Preachers, it behooueth to cut * 
way the voyde branches of ſinne, with the ſword 
of Gods word. To Knighthood it becommeth, | 
not to let wrongs and thefts to be done, and to 1 þ 
maintaine Gods Lawe, and them that be Teachers 
© thereof : yea, and to keepe the land from Inſur- 
rect on, and inuading of others Lands. The La- 
bdiourers muſt labour bodily, and with ſore ſweate 
Tf get out of the earth bodily ſuſtenance, both for 
themſelues, and for other. And all theſe eſtates 
bee ſo needful to the Church, that none may well 
dee without other: For if Prieſts wanted, the 
prone: for default of Knowledge of Gods Word, 


would. 
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| EPA Ware wild in vices, and ſo die ghoſtly. 
And were not Knighthood and men 0 rule the 
people by Law and hardineſſe, thieves and ene- 
mies would ſo encreaſe, that no man could live in. 


peace. And but for Labourers, both Prieſts and 
Knights muſt become Artificers, Plowmen, and 
Heards: or elſe muſt for. default of uh ſuſte- 


.nance die. 
And bans faith 225 great Clearke Ane: : Auicennd. 
that the very vnreaſonable beaſt, if it haue that that 
nature and kind hath ordained for it, as kind — - | 
it, he is ſufficient to live ofchimſelfe, without any 
helpe of any other of the ſame kinde: As if there 
were but one horſe, or one ſheepe in the world: 
yet if hee had Corne and Graſſe, as Nature and kind Comparitis 
hath ordained for ſuch a beaſt, hee ſhould live well. 
enough. But if there were but one man in the 
world, although hee had all the goods that is there- 
in: yet for want of other he ſhoulg die, or his life 
would be worſe than if he were not. And the 
_ caſe is this: For that thing that kinde hath ordayn- 
ed for mans ſuſtenance, without other preparing or 
| altering, then it hath of kinde, accordeth not to 
him. As if a man haue Corne, as it commeth 
from the earth: yet it is no meate fit for him, vn- 
till it be by mans craft changed into Bread. And 
though he haue Fleſh or Fiſh : yet while it is rawe, 
and not by mans labour ſodden, roaſted, broyled, 
or baked, it is not fit for mans ſuſtinance, Euen' 


ſo the wooll that the ſheepe beareth, muſt needs by 


diuers craftes bee altered or changed. ere it be able 
to cloath any man. And truely one man by him- 


ſelfe ſhould neuer doe all theſe labours, and there- 


fore ſaith this Clearke, that it is needfull that ſome 


bee Husbandmen, ſome men of Occupations, ſome 
Merchants to fetch that that one Land wanteth from 
another, where it is plentifull. 


And truely, this one thing ſhould be a great 
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of one craft ſhould neither hate nor diſpiſe men of 


another craft: For one of them is ſo. needfull to a. 


nother, that oftentimes thoſe crafts that ſeem moſt 
unhoneſt, might worſt be forborne. And this 1 


dare ſay, that he that is not labouring in this world, 


either in ſtudying, praying and preaching, as it be- 
hooueth Cleargie men, for the health of the people: 


Or in defending the cauſes of the needy, in fight- 
ing againſt tyrants and enemies, which is the of- 


fice of all Knights: Or in labouring on the earth, 
as in diuers crafts, which pertaine to the Labourers; 


when the Day of reckoning ſhall come, that is, 
the ende of this life, right as he liued here without 


labour or trauaile, ſo ſhal he want there the reward 
of the penny, that is, the endleſſe joyes of Heauen, 


And as he was liuing heere after no ſtate nor order, 


ſo ſhall he then be put into that place Where is no 
order, but eugglaſting horrour and ſorrow, that is 


an hel, . | 


I Core 7. 


Lis. ;, cording to hjs degree. They that be labouring 
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Prov. 8. 
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Wherefore, let euery man ſee in what ſtate God 
hath called him, and live therein by labour, ac- 


men, or crafts men, doe it truely ; if thou be 4 
ſeruant, or a bondman, be ſubiect, and liue in feare 
to diſpleaſe thy maſter or Lord for Chriſts ſake, 
If thou be a Merchant, deceiue not thy brother in 
chaffering. If thou bee a Knight or a Lord, defend 
the poore and needy man, from ſuch as would 
harme him. Thou being a Judge or a Juſtice, goc | 
not to the right hand for fauour, nor to the left 
hand to puniſh any man for hate. Thou that art a 
Prieſt, inſtru, praiſe, and reproue. Inſtruct the 
ignorant, praiſe the obedient, and re rooue the 
diſobedient to God. Thus euery man ought to la- 
hour and trauaile after his degree: for when the 
Euening commeth, that is, the end of the _ 
11 | then 


4 chereftr as. he hath laboured heere, 
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Theſe bee the words that I baue taken the ani 


| -xreate vpon, and be thus much to ſay in Engliſh: 

| Come, and gine a reckoning of thy Bay lizwicke; Chrift Note, 

tthe author of pittie, and louer of Thad ſaluation of 
his 2 in the proceſſe of this Goſpell, en- 


formeth th every Man which is his Bayliffe, by the 


| parable of a Bayliffe that he ſpeaketh of, to pre- 


* himſelfe a make his anfwere, and to giue a 


reckoning of ſuch goods, as he hath receiued at 
- GODS hand, when the day of ſtrickt reckor 
hall come, that is, the day bf doome. And ſo I 
at this time, through the hl pe of God, 23 
him that is ſo great a Ma 
cauſe I know nothing that ſhould: more x (6 a- 
way mang vnreaſonable loue from the vaine 
and tranſitory ioy of this world, then to haue in 
mind the fearefull reckoning: So farre as GOD 
permitteth, I will ſhew you how you ſhall diſpoſe 
you to auoyde the Lords yre and ve 
there ſhall be ſo hard a judgement, that we ſhall 
giue account for euery idle word that wee: haue 
ſpoken. For then it ſhall be faid vnto vs, as we 


er of authority be- 


ce, when 


ſhall haue no power to goe barks: _— Wine 4 


4 reckoning of thy Buyliwicke, © © 
But for further proceſſe of this firſt part of this x 
Sermon, know ybu there be three Bayliffs, . that 


ſhall be called to this ſtrickt reckoning. The firſt 


ſhall anſwer for himſelfe and for others, and they 
be Clergy men, that haue the 3 or cure of 


mans ſoule. The ſcond, bee tem Lords, 


that haue the gouernance of the people. And the 


third Bayliffe ſhall account for himſelfe, or at leſt 
haue much leſſe charge than the other, and that Is 


every Chriſtian man, for that he hath receiued of 
SGod. And euery one of theſe ſhall anfWere to 237. que 


three queſtions, | | | Lion. 
4 | 3 


1 
14 


Second. 


-* Third. 


* 
. * 
* 
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2 


ed e n g en is: » hortrheft- thou ane 
The ſecond: how haſt thou ruled? The third: 


4 Godly 3 — See, 


how haſt thou liued? And if thou canſt aſſoile 1 


theſe three queſtions, and diſcharge thee of them 
there was neuer earthly Lord (without compari- 


ſon) that ſo rewarded his ſeruants, as the Lord 


will reward thee, that is to ſay, with life and ioy 
euerlaſting. But on the other ſide, if thou now, 

regarding not thine owne wealth, take no heede of 

this reckoning, if that day take thee ſuddenly, ſo. _ 


that thou paſſe hence in deadly ſinne and euill life, 
and haue not amended (as thou knoweſt not what 


| thall befall thee,) all the tongues that ever were, or 


ever ſhall be, cannot expreſle the ſorrqw and woe 
that thou ſhalt euer be in and ſuffer. Therefore , 
defire of ſo* great joy, and the feare of ſo: great 
paine, (though the laue of GO D were not in 
thine heart) ſhould make thee afraide to ſinne, for 
to thinke that thou ſhalt giue a reckoning of thy 
Bayliwicke. Therefore as I ſaide, the firſt que- 
ſtion that ſhall be propounded ta the firſt Bayliffe, 
(which is a Prelate or Curate of mens ſoules) is 
this: How haſt thou entred? Friend, how: en- 


tredſt thou hither? Who brought thee into. this 


Office? Trueth, or Somony? God, or the Diuell? 


Grace, or Money! ? The fleſh, or the Spirit? Giue 


now thy reckoning if thou canſt: if thou canſt 


not, I counſell thee without delay to learne. For 


if thou bee called thus or. it be night, and then if 
thou ſtand dumbe for lacke of knowledge, and 
for confuſion of thine owne conſcience, thou ſhalt 


fall into the ſentence that hegre enſueth : Binde his 
hands and feet, and caſt him into vtter darkneſſe, 
where is wayling and gnaſhing of teeth. There- 


fore I counſell thee that thou 'adviſe thee well, 


how thou ſhalt anſwere to this queſtion, How haft 
thou entre? Whether by calling, or by thine 


 owne procuring : for that thou wouldeſt labour in 


God's | 


1% 


| 


of 


not what they ſhall ſuffer in another. Some or- 


rather then to Philoſophy or Diuinitie, but be- 


to make them great men in the world? 
bee there ſo few put to learne the word G 
and to be Preachers thereof, but that there are Gs 
ſuch gaines, as is in the other i ? And fo care they Salut 

little on both parts for godly liuing. 


ſaith: Parents be louing to the bodies of their 22 27 
children, but their ſoule they care not for: th 1 . 
P 


them to Godward: The loſſe of their bodies they 
Will fore bewayle, but the health of their ſoules 


r ce them e they are N . 


— <3: 
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Eby „ Goſpel, or for that thou „et be richly 
Re and live eaſily ; Anſwere to thine owne 
"conſcience. NOW, as, thou ſhalt (or it bee long) an- 
ſwere to God. Thou that haſt taken now the or- 
der of Prieſthood, whether thou bee à Curate or 
no, who ſtirred thee to take ſo high an Office upon 
thee : Whether becauſe . thou wouldeſt liue as a 
Prieſt ought to doe, and ſtudy Gods Law to Preach, 
and moſt heartily to pray for the People; or for 
to liue a delicious life vpon other mens ſweat, and 
thylelfe to labour never a whitt ? 

And heere might I aſke a queſtion: why doe Queſtia. 
men ſet their Children or Cozins to ſchoole ? 1 5 1 57 
ther for to get them great aduancements, or to 
make them the better to know God, and to ſerue 
him? This their intention men may ſee openly, golntis. 
by the Sciences they ſet them too. Why, I pray £ 
you, doe men put their ſonnes to the Ciuill Law, 
or to the Kings Court to write Letters and Writtes, 


cauſe they thinke that theſe Sciences ſhal be ques 


wh _ 
G 


But certaine true it is now, that Jobn ch Rome Johannes 


defire their welfare in this world, but they 


daine great fees for them here, but none ordaine 


they make no reckoning of. If they ſee thetn 
poore and ſicke, they ſorrow and ſigh : but though 


And 


* 
4a 
—. ta 00 3 


n 
7 td reg! = 


* 
ee IRE. r e Nr: 
A 332 ans . e. 1 rr 


ae e . 
9 


Vore. 


tions that he ſcattered in 
mongſt Prieſts: wee ſhall well perceive; I ſay; that 


4 Gad oat os. 


And hereby * I ſhew that they brought forth. 


ies, but not their ſoules. BY . 1 
Andnow to ſpeak againe of Prieſts, if we take 


1520 truely; wee ſhall fy great abomina- 
the Church now aday es * 


50 18 come not all into Chriſts fold by Chriſts cal- 


ling, for to profit, but by other wales to get them 
worldly wealth. And this is the cauſe of loſing 


of — that Chriſt Bought ſo deere; and of mas | 


ny errors among the people. And therefote it is 
written in the booke of moutning, where the Pro- 
et ſpeaketh thus to God: The Enemy hath put 
is hand to all things to him deſirable; for hee hath 


let lawleſſe folk enter into the Sanctuary; of the 


which thou hadſt commanded that * ſhould not 


enter into thy Church. 


The enemy is Sathanas,. as his name ſoundethy 


dat hath put his hand to all that him Iiketh. Fer. 


what ſinne might the Fiend by all his craft or engine 
| 1 5 ſowne Soong. men, that is not now adaies 


a.” what plenty is pride, enuy, wrath and 
Fifncfle ? When were they ſo great as they 


er. now, and fo of all other ſinnes? And wherefore 
thinkeſt thou? But for becauſe there be lawleſſe 


On 
- 
1 


. people entred into the Temple, that neither in 
1 keepe the law of God,; nor can teach 


And to Yall ſuch faith God by the Prophet 


Yr Oe For that thou haſt put away cunning or know- 


of Gods will, I will put thee away, that thou 


"ſhalt ve no Prieſthood to me. 


gf ig that God and holy Scriptufe; expteſſy 


here farbiddeth men to take the ſtate of Prieſthood 
on them, vnleſſe they haue knowledge as e 


them, 
Thu then that canſt neither rule thy ſelfe por 


others, after the law of God: beware how thou 


. anſwer; for God at this dreadfull doome, ” oy 
| ay 
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ee o this's Come, and gie reckoning of thy Bay. | 
" lievicke; Hoch thou haſt emrred; ... 
The ſecond queſtion that euery Prelate or Cu- 
rate muſt anſwer to, is this: How haſt thou ru- 
led That is to ſay, the ſoules of the Subiects, 
and the goods of poore men? Giue now thy ac- 
count. Firſt, how haſt thou gouerned Gods fſocke 
committed to thy Cure? Whether art thou an 
Heard, or an hyred man, that doth all for his 
bodily hire ? As a Father, or as a- woolfe, that 
eateth the ſheep, and keepeth them not: Say on. 
Whom haſt thou turned from their curſed Tiuipg, 
by thy deuour preaching and good' example? 
Whom haſt thou taught the law of God, that was 
before ignorant? There ſhall be heard a grieuous 
accuſing of fatherleſſe children, and a 2 al- 
leadging of all the flocke, that thou haſt taken of 
them thy liuing, through their labour and ſwear, 
and done nothing therefore, but let them goe a- 
ſtray, wandring for paſture and water, and none 
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giuen them by thee. 


Directly giue thy reckoning alſo, how haſt thou 
ruled and ſpent the goods of poore men? How 
ſhalt thou tremble with horrible feare then, think- 
:eſt thou? Heare what Saint Bernard faith, threat- Bernard 
ning Clearkes and Miniſters of the Church: They © © 
be in the place of Saints, ſaith hee, and they doe 
wickedly, in that they not holding them content * 
with wages that are ſufficient to their neceſſaries, 
bur the ouerplus that the needy ſhould be ſuſtained 
by, they be not aſhamed to waſte in the houſed 
of their pride and lechery, with-holding to them= 
ſelues wickedly and curſedly, that which ſhould be 
the liuings of poore men; with double wickedneſſe 
truely they doe ſinne. Firſt, they do finne, in 
that they rob other men of their goods. Further- 
more, for that they miſuſe holy things in their va. 
nities, and in their * Euer y ſuch 11 
OS CL | 
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1 liffe i erofore. beware, for anon to the laſt fande 
thou ſhalt reckon and giue account. 


thou then chat thou ſhalt not be diſqallewed of i 


that is woplt of all) on lechereus women, bete 


L 2 thee, that thou ſhalt render 


haſt thou lived? As a good ſheepeheard 


that thus is * is of pere mens goods, and 


led with ble : The —— were hard to be vn · 


lying in waite for poore men. In theſe trauaiſe 


of 
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Thin 


Gog, for that, thou. miſpent? In bringing up of 
yong. idle ft fellowes, - ; ngurithed and taught 4s it 


$ were in a ſchoole to blaſpheme Gad in all manner 


of Rol of euill living, and feeding of fat Pal - 
fries, of Haynds, and of Haukes, ang if ſo be, 


what. is ſaid of ſuch: They have led their dayes 
in vanitie, and in wealth, and i in a moment they 
are gone downe into hell. Thinke therefore if 


account of thy Bayliwicke. | 2275 
The chird queſtion chat this Bayliffe ſhall an- 
ſwer to is this: Ho haſt thou lived ? What light | 
of holineſſe haſt thou giuen and ſhewed to the 
people in thy liuing? What myrrour haſt thon 
1870 unto them? Now: give thy reckoning, how 


before his flocke with good examples, or as a 
perſon? As a man, or a beaſt? It is onder 
truely to ſee how the life of Prieſts is « 
They be cloathed like Lords and Knights, they ' 
ſpeake as unhoneſtly as any rybauld or Harlot: 
as couctouſly for gaines doe they precure, as afy | 
Merchants. They ride like Princes, and all this 


Chriſts herit: Therefore ſaith an — Dactor, 
The Clay of FP is tough and ſtinking, Amt kek. 


done, for they were baked with the fire of coue- 
touſneſſe, and with the laire or earth of luſts. In 
this point rich men trauaile, and in this watchitheyy 


Prelates that be blinded with too much ſhining: 
. that Ke them houſes like Chorcaes in 
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| 4 / Sik divers intin hor their c 
of Ge with divers 1 kes 1 1 cloathings of colours, 
t make their Images gay: but the poore man for Note, 
ner Pant of G 155 eth, and with an empty bel- 
al. ly doth cry at oore, And ſhall I ſay ſoothe, 
be, faith this "Dottor ? Olt-times thus. poore men. be 
te | fobbed to Fe e and ftones. Of fi . 
ves 8 e the Prop het lle 122 art thou heere 26d tu 
om r a$who art hop here? ecre the RAT thou occu- 0 f = 
St Thomas, or gie 


TW. 
— 
2 


t 90 ing the place of Peter, of Paul, 
of Merith, but how ? As Judas way $ among © the 
Apoſtles, as Simon Magus amon Diſciples 

48 à Can 'e newly quenched, that. mo ouer all 
the 1725 in ead of a light 1 

ſmoake that lindeth mens cies inſtead o — 
fire. If thou contrary thus the manner of. 1 
that Chriſt and his Diſciples left to rieſts, heare 
what the Prophet Jeremie ſaith: They haue en- 
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obedient: they haue with falſe tl, or with their 
falſe corrupt intention, had poore mens goods to 
their miſuſin „and they haue not beene obedient 

fo the law of God in th ti own living, Therefor 

if is written, That they ſhall haue the hards 


they haue miſruled : the pardett jad iud 
" becauſe. they haue ſo P eurſedly lived beyon 
other. Wherefore 
how thou wilt make thy reckonir 
The ſecond Bay iffe that muſt — * 7 im- 


Lealme, Prouince, Shire or n As Ki 


Mall anſwer to the ſame three queſtions. The 


further trueth: . _ to 1 chere by 


tred, and they haue had, and they haue not beene 


doome. A hard e or Iud ment, for that 
they haue miſentred: à harder iu gement, I 


counſell thee betimes, x thinks | 


| ſelfe and for — is he that hath the rule of any 


Sapi 6. 


"rinces, Mayors, Shirifes, and J. uſtices, and thefe 12 | 


firſt, How haſt thou entred into thy Office? Whe- 
ther to profit the pe Sea to 7 falſehood, an-d 


| ny 


* 


* men, 4 4 Pa 
b WE” * 
558 * 8 * 


> bs aided” r 

? cr 

* 3 . 2 I 3 

1 3 9 Pe * 

7 £ We 7 . 
£4 MEE * 2 D 
* - 2 

. " * f A 
. 


. 


eh ond hann, S , 
worldly worſhip and riches? If thou take ſuch an 
office more for thine own worldly profit, then for 
to helpe the. Common: wealth, thou art none of 
the perfect members of the Church, but art a ty- 


rant, and it is to be feared, leſt there bee many 

that deſire fuch eſtate. Some, that they may be 

enhaunced* with riches, and ſome that they might 

the rather oppreſſe ſuch as they hate, and ſome be 
egnhaunced in taking gifts: whereby they ſpare 

to puniſh thoſe that haue treſpaſſed, and ſo make 

| them partners of their ſinnes, and tor bribes they 
1 worke all things. And many ſuch,” when they be 
ſoo high in Office, thinke not that they bee poore 

mens -Sonnes, Brethren and Servants : but thinke 
themſelues to be of a higher kind of Nature, as 

they be advanced to 'worldly honour, which is but 

 winde and vanity. Of whom faith God by the 
Prophet: they haue reigned, but not by mee: 


So was Roboam King Salomons Sonne, when hee was 
firſt King, aduanced in his heart, when the people 
of Iſrael came to him and ſaid: Thy Father in his 
laſt dayes put upon vs a great charge, wee deſire 
thee that thou wouldeſt make it lighter, and wee 
will ſerue thee. The King asked counſell of the 
Elder wife men, which aduiſed him to anſwere 
them faire, and that ſhould be beſt. But he for- 
ſooke theſe wiſe. mens counſels, and did after chil, 
dren that were his play fellowes, and ſaid to the 
people when they came againe ; My leaſt finger is 
bigger than my Fathers ridge bone : My Father 
grecued you ſomewhat, but I will adde more there. 
to. The people hearing this, rebelled againſt him, 
aan tooke them another King, and ſithence that 
time, came neuer the kingdome whole againe, 
Wherefore it is good for Rulers to take ſober coun- 
ſell, and to eſchew eare-rounders, and alwayes to 
haue an eye of loue to the commons that We 
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they haue Beene Princes, but I know them not. 
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For —.— — 5 be 5 neuer hy ch that 
they ſhal come before : a et: J odge to give: 4 
reckoning. - —_ I 7 5 = 22 
The und ine is: How haſt thou wa 

the prope and the office. chat thou haddeſt to go- 
uerne? Thou that haſt. been a Iudge in cauſes of 

poore men, - how: haſt thou kept this-commande-: 

ment of God, that thou ſhalt not take heede to 

the perſon of the poore man, to be the harder to Dear. 2. 
him for his pouerty; nor thou ſhalt not haue 
reſpect to the rich mans coun tenance, * ſpare 
or favour him in wrong for his riches? O Lord: 
what abuſe is there among nen, of both Lawes 
now a dayes? If a great e he eadeth with a paore 
man, to haue ough ght that he Idetl: euery Of 
cer hall be ready, to to further the rich man all that . 


they may in his cauſe, that hee may haue the end 
that he deſireth. But if a poore man Pleadeth wick 


a rich man, then ſhall, there be ſo many delayes 
that though the poore mans right be open co all ade 
Countrey, for pure default of pending hee ſhall + 
bee conſtrained to let his cauſe fall. Sherifes and 
Bayliffes will returne poore mens Writs with a 
Tarde venit, except they feele money in their hands. 
And yet I heare lay of, men that haue proued both 
Courts, that the C Court that is called more ſpiti- 
tually Chriſtian, is more curſed. Therefore it is 
truely ſaid: Gifts they take out of mens boſomes, 
to ſubuert the way of right iudgement. But in 
eſpeciall, the words of Chriſt are to be feared, Who 


ſaith, In what iudgement ye iudge other, yourſelfe Mari. 7s 


ſhall receiue the ſame, when ye mall come 0 1 0 2 
account of your Bayliwicke. 
The. third queſtion is, How haſt. pe FEY 
thou that iudgeſt, and puniſheſt other for treſpaſ- 
ſing? A great Doctor faith : It behooueth thee 
that puniſheſt other men for their treſpaſſes, to 
eſchye and flee their“ vices. For if thy "ſelfe doe” 
as. 


"4% 


Vateriw- 


Phe . 
Bayli 1. dreadful doome, ſhall be euery Chriſtian mart, that - 


thatf reckon to- his Lord God for the goods that He 


| AMoxinu. jntle theeues to hanging. I pray you whe 


— 


g aphids, hit e 


See, fieh — doſt that ching that thou diſlike 
| Raw, 2. in others, Fail faith: Wh cds thou 1 


ſells, that teacheſt other? Why ſtealeſt thou, phy 
teasheſt other men not to ſtea ? Gregory 

Bow ſhall thar man take rule of tler, WY 15 
not goe before them in good luing ? And 72 
any man ſtandech before him in indge: e 

- muſt take heed before What judge he "ſhall fad 
_ kiraſelfs to take his iudgement aer his deeds. B 


i i to de feared, that many fare as the two ae 


Judges, that would haue damned to death the ho- 
_ by Su/anve, for that fhe would not confent writs 
their leckeric!'- Of the which it is written, They | 
turned away their eyes; for that they would not fe 
heanen, fer haue finde of right udgement. And 


n fortuneth oft, chat they which are mote wore 


Wh to be hanged; damne The that be leſſe wor 
As & Clarke telleth of 8oct ates rhe 8 

er, who = a time was demititided, why Hee dil 
weh ? For J ſee ( ſaid or great Tues. lea 


hee a greater theefe that ah. in a mans H 1 
and his Land, from him and his Heires for ener- 
more, or he that fer row heed ftealerh a Ser ts 
a Cafe? And fuppoſe yee that fometime wee haue 
haus not fuch Judges, and men of Law chat i 
very extortioners and. bribers themſeſues, and i 
ocker to death: But I aduiſe thee that thus zl 
other men, to remember that thou ſhaft come 1 in- 
to indgement and giue a reckoving of thy Bayly-. 


Wicke. 
The third Bayliffe chat ſhalt be called in "this. 


| kart had of his. And here 1 has | 


| foſt 
Nw 


5? And how haſtthowentred here rothy 
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* that is, how haſt thou gouerned thee 
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y goods 
5 dee either extortion, hy ſtealth, 
. rn el N 
full "tp For as S. Aaſten faith, if ke be caſt in- Auftine. — 
to the fre, that hath not giuen of hig one goods 8 
righteouſly gotten: where thinkeſt thou ſhall her 
be caſt, ſtollen other mens goods? And 
if he mall burne with the Fiend, that hath not 
elaathed the naked : where indgeſt thou ſhall he 
burne. that hath made naked them that were 1 
eloathed ? But as Saint Gregory ſaith: Two things Morel ß 
mike men thus to live by rapine of other mens Gre 8. 
goods, that is, defire of honour, and dread of peo. 
And what vengeance falletk on this finne * 
af cancun tls, yee may ſee by a figure of 'Serip- 
ture. When the Angel faid to the Prophet Za. 
charis: Lift _ thine eyes and ſee what is that, Zach. 5. 
that goeth out. And the Prophet aſked, what b. 
that? Then- — ſaid, This is the pot going | 
out, that is the eye of the earth. And there was 
a weight-of. Lead, and there was a woman — 
in the middeft of this pot, and the Angel ſaid, 
This 1 is impietie, and he tooke her, and caſt her 
 intathe middle of the pot, and tooke the Gobbet 
of Lead, and caſt into the pots mouth. And 
the Prophet lift vp his eyes, and ſaw two Women 
like ſpirits in e with wings like vnto Kites 
or Puttocks; and they carried vp the pot betweene - 
beauen and earth. And the Prophet afked the 
Angell, wh ither they would cary this pot? and 
he faid, Into the land of Sinnaur. This pot is . t.. 
| eouetouſneſſe, for as a pot hath a wide open mouth, 
ſo couetouſneſſe gapeth euermore after , 
k 2 riches, and honour. And as the liquor in 
pot profiteth not the pot it ſelfe, 3 
draw and drinke thiveof: fo worldly e 


Profit not the keeper, but e 
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Fruit of it. And thus couetouſne ſſe is the eye 
eouetous men, for they be blind to ſee ho- they | 
_ Fhould come to heauen: But to win. wor 
things they can ſee many wayes, like to the Owies 
and night. Crowes, that ſee better by night then 
by day. The piece of Lead, is the ſinne of ob- 
Aer the Woman ſitting in the pot is impiety, 
as the Angell faith, that followeth vnrighteouſ- 
5 nefſc and auarice. A man through auarice doth 
loſe the pittie that he ſhould haue of the miſery of 
his ſoule, ſithence oftimes men loſe the life of their 


* 5 as it is 5 . FRE 2 halt 8000 Ut | | | 


ſoule by deadly ſinne, that they commit to get 


riches. And alſo they loſe the pittie that they 
ſhould haue to their bodies, putting themſelues to 
many great perils and ieoperdies of their bodies 


both by Sea and Land: and loſeth compaſſion to- 


ward other men; and all this doth couetouſneſſe. 
This pot is ſtopped with a Gobbet of Lead, hen 
impiety is God ö by the ſinne of obſtinacy, 
by couetouſneſſe, that it may not goe out of the 


ie be ſhall 5e Ropped.: . The: en 


Women that bare vp the pot, were pride and luſt 
of fleſh, that in the Scripture be called the two 
dau ghters of the water- Leach, crying, Bring, 
—.— and they had wings. The firſt Woman, 
which is pride, had two wings, the: firſt: wing is 


. 
* 


keepers heart by repentance: For as Job ſaith, 


graces or gifts ſpirituall, as cunning, wiſdome, 


cCounſell, and ſuch other, of which gifts, men are 


oft proud. The ſecond wing is bodily grace or 


gifts, as ſtrength, beauty, anceſtry, with ſuch 
other, of which alſo men were often proud. 
The wing of the ſecond Woman, is fleſhly de- 
Ares, and they be gluttony and ſloath. Of . 
tony bf peaketh S. Gregory, ſaying: When the belly 


ſaith 


is filled, the oy of 2 is ſtirred. Of ſloth 5 


4 « 2 N 
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Wl 0 yeer n 1 
ſnaith Saint Auſten, ee L Lot ; while hee was in buſi- ups. 4. 
neſſe dwelling among the ſhrewes in Sbdome he cin 
was a good man: but when hee was on the & ue Pp 
hill, idle; in drunkenneſſe he lay by his owne un. 
Daughters. And theſe Women had wings like 
Gleides or Puttocks, that with crying voyce goe 
ſeeking their meat, as Bartholomeus faith + Thus Barehel. 
fareth the couetouſneſſe and feruent deſire of fleſn 4 1 
ly men, as witneſſeth S. Auſten. We ſee (faith 3 A 
that rauenous fiſhes haue ſome bi, for when Ac, 
they hunger, they doe rape and eat, but when they | 
be full they fpare : Only a couetous man may not 
be filled, or ſatisfied, euer he taketh, and neuer 
hath he enough ; neither dreadeth he God, nor 
| ſhame of man, neither ſpareth Father, neither 


5 knoweth Mother: with his brother he accordeth - 


not, nor with his, friend keepeth truth. He op- 
preſſeth, widowes, and harmeth motherleſſe chil- 
| dren. Free men he maketh bond, and bringeth 
forth falſe witneſſe. He e dead mens goods, 

as though hee ſhould neuer What madneſſe kinn 
is this, faith this Doctor, thus to loſe life and 
grace and procure the ſoules damnation ? To 
winne Gold, and loſe Heauen ? And therefore | 
faith the Prophet: Unhappineſſe ſhall compaſſe pz, g. 
thee round about, trauaile and vnrighteouſneſſe is 
in the midſt among them. Alſo, Innorentius ſpeak Rae 
ing of the harme that commeth of couetouſneſſe, 
ſaith, O how manP men hath couetouſneſſe de- 

ceiued and ſplit? For couetouſneſſe or reward of | 
- gifts that the King Balaak promiſed Balaam, he Num. az: 
would haue curſed the people of God, notwith= - _ 
ſtanding his owne Aſſe reproued him in his owne © =: 
conſcience, and all that was in him reproued, and. 
hurt his foot at a Wall. And yet was he overcome WP 
and ledde away with couetouſneſſe, which enforced = — 5 f 
him what hee might. Acban was ſtoned, for coue- nu; hi 
nn made him ſteale Sold and precious cloathes, 

D» againſt 
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1 Gods „  Gebefie was firicken 5 
with miſery, for that he ſold Naamans health, 
that came by the grace of God. Tudas for coue- 
tguſneſſe ſold Chriſt, and afterward hanged him 


. ſelfe. Anania, and Sapbira his wife, did d ye ſud- 
denly, becauſe they denyed to Peter the price or 


ſumme of money that they receiued. Couetouſ- 


nes is cauſe, that rich men eate poore men, euen 


as 189 eat graſſe, keeping it vnder: This is dai- 
ly ſecne. For if a rich man haue a field, and in 
the wilt. or on the outſide; a poore man haue 


but one Aker: or if a rich man haue a whole 
| ſtreet, ſaue one houſe that ſome poore brother of 


his oweth, he neuer ceaſeth till that he hath got- 


ten it out of the poore mans hand, either by pray- 
ing, or by buying, or by purchaſing by deceit. 


Thus fared it by King Achab, that by the pro- 
curement of the falſe Queene lezebel, ſlew the poore 


© Ambrof, de man Naboth, for that hee would not ſel him his 
fas bello Vineyard lying by his Pallace. Whereupon ſaith 


4 Naveth. S. Ambroſe: How far will you rich men ftretch 


out your couetouſneſſe? Will ye dwel alone vpon 


the earth, and haue no poore man with you? Why 
put you out your fellow in kind, and challenge to 


your ſelfe the poſſeſſion, that kind and nature hath 


made common to all men, both poore and rich? 


The earth was made common, and will ye rich 


| 


men challenge proper right therein? Nature and 
kind knoweth no riches, for Se bringeth forth all 


manner of men poore. For we be not gotten with 


rich cloathes, nor borne with gold and ſiluer. Na- 


ture and kind bringeth vs naked into the world, 
both needy of meat and drinke. Naked the earth 


taketh vs againe, as naked euen as ſhe brought vs 
hither. She cannot cloſe our poſſeſſions and riches 1 


with us in the Sepulchre. For kinde maketh no 


difference betweene poore and rich, neither in com- 


ming hither, nor in going hence; ; all after one 
manner 


I 57 in the. _peere 13 38. 


manner the bringeth forth, all after one manner 
cloſeth ſhe in the graue. 
Whoſoeuer maketh ailference ABR poore and 
rich, abide till they haue lyen a little ſpace in the 
graue, and then open and looke among the dead 
bones, who was rich, and who was poore. Except it 
be as thus, that moe Qoathes be rotten with the rich 
men, then with the poore. And that endammageth 
them that be aliue, and profiteth not them that be 
dead. Thus faith the holy Doctour, of ſuch extor- 
tioners it is written: Other mens fields they reape, 
and of the Vine of him that hath beene oppreſſed, 
they plucke away the grapes. They leaue men 
naked, and plucke away their. cloaths, that they 
haue not wherewith to couer them from the colde. 
And they lift up this pot (that I ſpake of before) 
betweene heauen and earth: for couetouſneſſe of 
men, neither hath Charitie in earth to their bre- 
thren, nor to God in heauen, and they beare this 
not into the land of Sinnaar, that is to ſay, Into 
the land of ſtench, that is, hell. For there is ſtinke 
in ſtead of ſweete ſmelling, as Eſay faith, Be- 
ware that thou go not with this pot, nor with the 
woman herein, and in any caſe take heede that 
thou marry not with her, for then yee muſt be 
both one, that is, that lecherous woman and full of 
fleſhly delights, with whom Kings and Merchants 
haue done folly heere in earth, and with her vices 
they haue beene made rich : whoſe damnation is 
written in the booke of the Reuelation of S. John, by 
theſe words; In one day ſhall all her plagues 
come on her, death, ſorrow, and hunger, and fire 
ſhall burne her. For ſtrong is God that will a- 
uenge him on her. The. Kings of the earth, that 
haue done lechery with her, and haue lined in her 
delights, when they ſhall ſee the ſmoake of her 
burning, hall ſtand a farre off weeping and wayl- 
D * ing. 
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20 J Goaſy and famous Sermon 
1 Ty crying alas, alas, that great City, that 
woas cloathed with viſſe, purple and braſell, and 
ouer-gilt with gold and precious Stones, and Pearle, 


x for in one houre all theſe great riches ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed. Then ſhall they fay that ſhall be damned ] 
with her: we haue erred from the way of truth 

and righteouſneſſe, and the light hath not ſhined n 

vpon vs, and the Sunne of vnderſtanding hath not / 

riſen to vs: we haue beene wearied in the way of (t 

7 wickednes and of luſts, and haue gone the hard I 
3 waies, but the way of God we knew not. What f 
hath pride profited vs, or the boaſt of our riches? t 

What hath it brought vnto vs? All is gone as a 0 

ſhadow of death, and we can ſhew no maner of t 
Hholineſſe in our kindred. In our wickednes we 5 
be waſted away. Thinke therefore I counſell 1 
thee, that thou ſhalt giue a reckoning of thy Bay 

| Iiwicke. | VVV e 3 
1 | Heere ſhould be aſked, how thou haſt gouerned 1 
9 thy Wife, thy Children and Seruants? Haſt thou 1 
_— brought them vp after . the Lawes of God, and 
_ continued them therein, as much as lyeth in thy 2 
=} power? But if thou haſt brought them vp after a- _ 
l'  . _ nother way, or ſuffered them to goe at their owne A 
[| will, thihike not but thou muſt give account there- | 

* of, when it ſhall be ſaid: Giue account of thy Bay- 0 

1  _ lrewicke, But and if thou wilt auoid all the ſtraight 
1 ala nd hard accounts, I counſel thee, whatſoeuer 74 
= - thou be, to fal and cleaue vnto the mercy and 
| goodneſſe of God, through Chriſts merits, with 

| a lively faith and repenting heart for thine iniqui- f 

= ties. And now therefore, repent of thy life paſt, [| 

| and amend, for if thou doe not, and that in time, 8 
who ſhall grant thee pardon and releaſe of thy * 
3 accounts? 55 CEE EY F 
1 
The / 
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The ſecond part of this Sermon. 


N che fcb Pier, wick th e of: GAL, 1 


tat be found falſe ſeruants and wicked, and what 
reward ſhall be given to them that be found faith- 


full and true, For the firſt ye ſhall know, that 
there be two iudgements : the firſt, anon after the 


departing of the bodie and ſoule, which is a par- 
ticular doome whereof Luke ſpeaketh in his Goſpell. 


The ſecond doome ſhall bee anon after the generall 


Reſurrection, and that ſhall be vniuerſall, and of 
this ſpeaketh S. Mathew. To the firſt ſhall every 
man be called, one after another, .as the world 
paſſeth. To the ſecond, ſhall wee come all together 
in the twinckling of an eye. To the firſt, men 


ſhall be called by three Somners or Seriaunts, the 


firſt is ſickneſſe, the ſecond Age, the third Death. 


The firſt warneth, the ſecond threateneth, and the 
third taketh, This is a kindly order, but ſome- 


time it falleth vnk indly. For ſome die, that neuer 
conſider what is ſickneſſe, nor age, as children 
that be ſuddenly ſlaine. And ſome, yea, and the 
moſt part now adaies that dye, depart before their 
pure and natural age of death. Therefore I ſay, 
the firſt that called vs to this ſpecial] judgement, is 
ſickneſſe, that followeth all mankinde, ſo that 
_ every man hath it. And there is a double ſick- 
neſſe that ſome men haue, but not all, yet the firſt 


ſickneſſe is double, for ſome is within, in the . 
midſt of the ſoule, and ſome is without, in the 


feebleneſſe of the body, that needes muſt be de- 


| firoyed, who in continuance of time himſelfe is 


cauſe of corruption, as the Philoſophers faith, 


that' . 7 
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will ſhew firſt, who ſhall call vs to this recko- 
ning. Secondly, before whom wee ſhall reckon: 
And finally, what puniſhment ſhall be to them 
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that there is feebleneſs in ſickneſſe. Now may 4 


and fleſhly thoughts, yet for all that euer he can 


G OD, the ſpace of a Pater noſter while, but ſor 
other thought of things that be paſſing, entreth 
into the ſoule, and draweth her from the contem- 


| Plation. But O good GOD, what a fickneſſe is 
this, and heauy burthen vpon the ſonnes of Adam? 


That on the fowle mucke of the world, we can 


thinke ſo litle a ſpace, but that the Cockle will 
enter among the Wheat. Of this fickneſſe ſpake 


my members, rebelling againſt the Law of my ſpi- 


* 


Saint Paul, when he ſaid, I ſee another Law in 


rit, and drawing me to the Law of ſinne, So 


that it fareth by vs, as it doth by a man that 
would looke ſtedfaſtly againſt the Sun, and can- 
not endure long for any thing, and yet for no de- 


fault that is in the Sun, for it is moſt cleare in it 


ſelfe, and ſo by reaſon ſhould be beſt ſeene; but it 


is for the feebleneſſe of mens eyes. Right ſo, 


Gen. 3. 


fithence Adam our firſt Father was put out of Para- 
diſe, all his offspring haue beene thus ſicke, as the 


Prophet faith : Our Fathers haue eaten a bitter 
grape, and the teeth of their children bee ſet on 


edge. The ſecond ſickneſſe, that is common to all 
mankind, commeth of feebleneſſe of body, as 


hunger, thirſt, cold, heate, ſorrow, wearineſſe, 


and many other, as Tos ſaith, A man that is borne 
of a woman, living a little time, is filled with 
many miſeries. But there be other ſickneſſes that 
come to ſome, but not to al, as Leproſie, Palſie, 


Feuers, Dropſies, blindneſſe, and many other, as 


it is ſaid to the people of Iſrael in Scripture : But 


if thou keepe not the commandements that be 


written 


man ſee hereby, that though a man ſhut out of 
his houſe (that is, his heart) all manner of worldly 


— 


thinke long enough, but on' the Lord whom the 
Soule ſhould haue moſt delectation by, we cannot 
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ritten in the booke of life, I ſhal increaſe thy ſor- 


rowes, and the ſieknes of thy ſeed, great ſicknes 


and long abiding.” And ye ſhall vnderſtand, that 


God ſendeth ſuch ſicknes otherwhile to good men; 
and ſometimes to euill. To good men, God doth 
it for two cauſes, and that I ſay of ſickneſſe, I 
would to be vnderſtood of all manner of tribulation. 


The firſt cauſe, for that they ſhould. euer know 


that they haue no perfection of themſelues, but of 
God onely, and to encreaſe meekneſſe. Of this 
ſaith Paul: Leſt the greatneſſe of reuelation lift or 


extoll me vp in to pride, to me was giuen theprick 


of my fleſh, the angell of Sathanas, to ſmite me 
on the necke, whereof. I haue thriſe prayed God, 
that it ſhould go from me. And he anſwered me, 
my grace 1s ſufficient, For my vertue is fulfilled 


in ſicknes, whereof thus faith the gloſe: The 


Fiend aſking Job to be tempted, was heard, and 


not the Apoſtle aſking his temptations to be re- 


mooued : God heard him that ſhould be damned, 


and he heard not him that he would ſaue. For 
oft the ſicxe man aſketh many things of the Leach 


that he will not giue him, and that is, for to make 


him whole of ſickneſſe. Alſo God ſendeth Saints 
' oftentimes ſickneſſe and perſecution, to giue vs 


ſinful wretches example of patience. For if he 
ſhould ſuffer his Saints to haue tribulation in this 
world, and they thanke him therefore much more 
we wretches, that God hath ſent to, not a hundred 
part of their ſorrow, ſhould beare it meekely, 
ſince we haue deſeru'd a thouſand times ſo much as 
they haue. Wherefore -as we reade of Toby, that 
on a day as he was weary of burying of poore men, 
which ſhould elſe haue bin vnburied, and haue 
bin eaten of Hounds and Fouls, as the carcaſes 
of- other vnreaſonable beaſts : as he for wearines 
was laid to reſt (through the ſufferance of God) 
the Swallowes that bred aboue in the houſe, made 

„ 1 IO -ordure 
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blind. This is W char God utkerel this 
temptation to come to him for an example of pa- 
tience, to all them that came after. And ſo was 
all the temptation of holy Jab. And though Toby 
from his childhood euermore did feare God, and 
. kept his commandements, yet was hee not agreeued 
againſt God; though that miſchieuous blindneſſe 
fell to him, but vnmoueably dwelt in the feare of 
_ God, thanking him al the dates of his life. Lo, 
here the Scripture expreſly faith, that God ſuffered 
this holy man to haue that ſickneſſe, to giue other 
that come after him, an example of patience. And 
alſo ſometime God ſendeth ſicknes and tribulation 
to wicked men, and that for two cauſes. Firſt, 
for that they ſhould dread God, and leaue their 
ſinne, as it is written: Their ſickenes was multi- 
plyed, and after they haſted to Godward. For 
we ſee often, men in ſickneſſe know their God, 
that neuer would haue turned to him while they 
were whole. Alſo, God ſendeth them ſickneſſe often, 
to agaſt other men, leſt they ſhould follow their 
finne. As the ſickneſſe of King Antiochus, whom 
God ſmote with ſuch a plague, that the worms 
crawled out of his body, he being aliue. And the 
ſtinke was ſo loathſome, that his friends were wea- 


8 ry therwith, and might not ſuffer it: yea, at 
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length he might not abide his owne ſtinke, and then 
he began to know himſelfe, and ſaid: It is right- 
full to be ſubiect vnto God, and a mortall man 
not to hold him equall with God. And the Sto- 
ry faith, Heeaſked mercy of God, and made a vowe 
vnto him that he would make the City of Teruſa- 
lem free, and the Iewes as free as the men of 
Athens, and that he would honour Gods Temple. 
with precious aray, and multiply the holy veſſels, 
and finde of his owne lands the charges and expen- 
ces pertaining to the Sacrifice, and that he gn 
Br . | come 
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| become: a Iew- and go ouer all the Land, preach : 
ing Gods Law. And yet God gaue him no mer- 
cy as he deſired, for neither was there in him con- 
trition nor repentance that ſprong of faith, but of 
odious paine. For, what was in him to forſake 
his wickedneſſe, when he was vnable to doe good 
or euill ? And by this vengeance that God tooke 
on this King; men may ſee what it is to bee diſ- 
obedient to God. Alſo it is to be taken heed, that 
when ſickneſſe comrheth, euer it ſheweth that the 
patient is mortall, and that he ſhall needs die; and 
though he may eſcape this ſickeneſſe, yet cannot he 


eſchue death, and ſo he muſt needs come to the 
reckoning. % V wy 
The ſecond Somner that ſhall call to this pecu- h ſecond 
liar iudgement, is age and feebleneſſe, whoſe pro- Somner, _ 
perty is, although he tarry with thee, he wil not _— 
leaue thee, till he hath brought thee to the third, FC 
that is, Death, But there be many; though they 
haue this Somner with them, yet they take no 
heede. He ſeeth how his head horeth, his back 
_ crooketh, his breath ſtinketh, his teeth fallen, his 
ſight failes, his face riuelled, his ears waxe heauy 
to heare: what meaneth all this, but that age ſom- 
neth thee to the doome ? But what more madneſſe 
can be, then a man being called and drawen to ſo 
dreadfull a reckoning; where except he anſwer 
well, he forfeiteth both body and ſoule to dam- 
nation for euer, if he ſee a little myrth by the 
way, he thinketh ſo much thereon, that he for- 
getteth who draweth him? So doth he that is 
ſtricken in Age, who hath ſo great pleaſure in this 
worlds wealth, that he forgetteth whether he is 
going. Therefore ſaith a holy doctor, that a- 
mongſt all the abuſes of the world, moſt is of an 
olde man that is obſtinate, for he thinketh not of 
nis going out of ti is world, nor of his paſſing into 
duc world to come. He heareth three meſſengers 
= 8 
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of Deach but he beleeued them not, and the cauſe 
is, for the threefold. Cord that ſuch an old man 
is bound with, is hard to break. This Corde is 
cuſtome, that is of three plites, which be theſe, 
idle thoughts, vnhoneſt ſpeech, and wicked deeds, 
The which if they grow in a man from his child- 
hood vnto mans age, they make a threefold Cord 
to binde the old man in cuſtome of ſinne. There- 


Flay 56. fore faith Eſay, breake the bonds of ſinne. Thinke 


therefore, whoſoeuer thou bee; that art thus ſom- 
moned, thou canſt not eſcape, bur thou muſt 
make thy reckoning. 
The third The third Somner to this reckoning is Death, 
Sanne, and his condition is this, come he firſt, or come 


0" wal he laſt, he ſpareth neither poore nor rich, aged 


nor yong, nor he feareth no threatning, he re- 
rdeth no praier nor gift, nor granteth any re- 
Pie, but without delay he bringeth foorth man 


W to iudgement. Therefore ſaith S. Auſtine, Well 


-ought euery man to dread the day of death. For 
in what fate ſoeuer mans laft day findeth him, 
when hee goeth out of this 1 in the ſame 
- , | Rate it bringeth him to his indgement. - Therefore 
- faith the wile man: ſonne thinke on thy laſt day, 
and thou ſhalt neuer finne. Now remember that 

thou ſhalt reckon for thy Bailiwick. 
The Days} I ſay alſo that there ſhal be another day of 
1udgement. judgement, to the which all men ſhall come toge- 
ther in the twinckling of an eye, and this ſhall be 
vniuerſall. And like as to the other, every man 
* ſhall be called by theſe three Somners, ſo to this 
iudgement all the world ſhall bee called, with three 
general Somners: and right as the other three 
- meſſengers ſhew a mans end, ſo do theſe meſſen- 


v gers tell the end of the world: The firſt is the 


worlds ſicknes, the ſecond is the age and feble- 
nes, and the third is his end. The ſicknes of the 

| world thou ſhalt know * Charits nn cold = 
: 


his age and be chou ſhalt know by tokens 
fulfilled, and his end thou ſhalt know by Anti- 


chriſts purſuing. Firſt, I ſaid, Thou ſhalt know To #nw | 
the worlds fic keneſſe, by Charity waxin 185 e. 
s : 


| Clearks that do write on natural things, f. 
the body is ſick, when that his kindly * is too 
little, or when it is too much. Then fithence vn- 
derſtand as thus, that al men are as one body, 
whoſe kindly and natural heate is Charity, that is, 
loue to God, and loue to thy neighbour ; vnnatu- 
ral ar vnkindly heate, is luſffull loue to other 'crea- 
tures, When therefore thou ſeeſt that the loue of 
men to God ward, and to their neighbours is colde, 
little, and faint; and the loue o world ly things 
and luſts of the fleſh is great and feruent: then 
know thou well that vnkindly heat is too great, and 
kindly heat is too little. That this is a knowledg 
of this ſickeneſſe, I may proue by Chriſts authori- 


ty, for he himſelfe gaue this as à ſigne. drawing lues. 24 


to the end of the world, for that wickedneſſe ſhall 
bee plenteous, Charity ſhall waxe colde. There- 
fore when thou ſeeſt Charitie thus little ſet by of 
the world, and wickedneſſe increaſe becauſe that 
worldly things be moſt ſet by and loued : know 
well that the world and his wealth paſſeth, and 
that this Sumner is come. And thus faith Saint 


Paul: Wot thou well, that in the laſt dayes, ſhall z Tim: 3. 


come perillous times, and there ſhal be men louing 
themſelues, that is to ſay, their bodies, and all 
things belonging thereto; couetouſneſſe borne v 

with pride: diſobedient to Father or Mother, fel- 

Jeriy” without affection, without peace, blamers, 
incontinent, vnmilde, without benignitie, traytors, | 
rebels, ſwelling, louers of luſts, more then of God, 
having a likeneſſe of pietie more then the vertue 
thereof, and theſe flee thou. When thou ſeeſt the 
people of ſuch faſhion, know thou well that the 
E 2 1 


38 A'Godly and famous Sermon 
firſt Somner warneth all, the world, that the day 
of reckoning draweth toward. T 
Izzde ſecond Somner that ſhall warne all the 
VWVorld, is che age of the world, and his feebleneſle, 
and ſheweth tokens fulfilled: but I know well that 
we be not ſufficient to know the times that the Fa- 
ther hach put in his gyne power, to ſhew certainly 
the day, the yeere, or the houre of iudgement. 
This knowledge was hid from the verie Apoſtles 
of Chriſt, and alſo from; Chriſts manhood, as to 
ſhew it to vs. . Neuertheleſſe, wee, may by autho- 
Title of Scriptures, with reaſons and expoſitions of 
holy men, well and openly ſhew, that this day of 
. _ wrath is nigh. Leſt any man ſay in his heart, as 
| Luke 12. it is written of the fooliſh Bailiffe, that ſaith : My 
Lord doth tarrie to; come; to.iudgemear, and vpon 
hope thereof, hee taketh upon him to beat his 
fellow ſeruants, and to cat and drinke and bee 
„ grunken; I ſhall ſhew you that this Day is at 
hand, but how, nigh I cannot ſay nor will not. 
1 Cor. 10. For if Paul ſaid a thouſand three hundred yeere 
and more paſt, wee bee thoſe on whom the ends of 
the world bee come: Much more may wee ſay the 
ſame that bee ſo. much neerer the end than hee was. 
Chryoferm. Alſo, S. Iobn Chryſaſtome ſaith, Thou ſeeſt darkeneſſe 
duer all, and why doubteſt thou that the day is at 
an end? Firſt, on the valleys is darkeneſſe, when 
the day draweth downeward. When therfore 
thou ſeeſt the valleys darke, why doubteſt thou 
4 proper whether it be neer night or no? But if thou ſee the 
fimilitude. Sun ſo low, that darkneſſe be vpon the hils, thou 
| wilt fay doubtles that it is night. Right ſo, if 
thou ſee in the ſecular men, that darknes of fin be- 
ginneth to haue the maſtry, it is a token that the 
world endeth. But when thou ſeeſt prieſts, that be 
put in the top of Soueraigncie of Spirituall digni- 
tie, that ſnould be as hils among the common 
people in perſect living, that darkneſſe of fin — 
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got the ypper- hand of them, who doubteth but that | 
the world is at an end? Alſo, Abbot Joachim, in the Joachim. 
_ expoſition. of Jeremy ſaith .; That from the yeere of, 
our Lord, 1300, all times be ſuſpected to mee 


4 1 


andi wee: bee paſt this ſuſpected time nigh 100 yeeres. 
And maid Idegar, in the book of her Propheſies, Maya II- 
in the third part, the tenth viſion and ſeventh chap. degar. 
ter, moueth this reaſon: Right as in ſeuen daes, 
God made the world, ſo in 7000 yeeres the world 
ſhall-paſſe : and as in the ſixth day man was made 
and formed, ſo in 6009 yeeres he was brought a- 
gain and reformed: and as in the ſenenth day the 
world was full made, and God reſted from his 
working, ſo in the 7000 yeere, the number of them 
that ſhall be ſaued, ſhall be fulfilled, and then 
ſhall the Saints wholly reſt in body and ſoule. If ie. 
then it be ſo as this Maiden faith, that 7000 yeeres 
in paſſing of the world, accord to the ſeuen dayes 
in making of it, let vs ſee what it wanteth that 
theſe 7000 yeeres be not fulfilled. For if we ioyne 
the yeeres from the natiuitie of Chriſt, to the yeeres 
from the beginning of the world, following the 
mind of Auſtine, Bede, Origine, and the perfecteſt Auguſtiue. 
Doctours treating on this matter, it is paſſed now | 
almoſt 6600 yeeres, as it is open in a booke called 
Speculum iudiciale. So it followeth, that this laſt 
day is more than halfe gone, if we ſhall giue cre- 
dence to this Maidens reaſon. But if we leane to the | 
Goſpe! of Mathew, we ſhall find that the Diſciples Mars. 24. 
of Chriſt aſked three queſtions. Firſt, What time 
the Citie of Teruſalem ſhould be deſtroyed. The 
ſecond, What tokens were of hiscomming to iudge- 
ment. And the third, What fign ſhould be of 
the end of the world. And Chriſt gaue no cer- 
taine time of theſe' things when they ſhould fall, 
but he gaue them tokens, by the which they might 
know when they drew neere. To the firſt queſtion Nure. 
of the deſtruction of Ieruſalem, he ſaid: When 
CO = 
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30 4 Gtaly an famous Sermon 
dhe Romanes come to beſiege the Citie, then bone 


after it ſhall bee deſtroyed. And as to the'fecona 8 


and third, he gave them many things, as wife 


theſe: That Realm ſhould riſe againſt Realm, and 
people againſt people, and that there ſhould' be 
peſtilence and earthquakes, the which we have ſecle 
„ im our dayes. But the laſt token that he pave, W 
was this: When yee ſee the abomination of deſo-—- 


lation ſpoken of by Daniel, ſtanding in the Sane- WM 


tuarie, then whoſo readeth let him vnderſtand. 
Vpon which Text argueth a Doctor, in # booke 
which he maketh of the end of the world. If the 
words of Daniel haue authoritie (as God faith they 
have) then it ſufficeth to number the yeeres of the 

Daz. 12. world, to take that Daniel hath written. Now 
Daniel in the twelfth Chapter, ſpeaking of this a- 
bomination, ſignifieth by the ceaſing of the holi- 

nes of the Iews, the which fell by Titus and Veſpa- 
cian, Ieruſalem was deſtroyed, and the people of 

the Tews were diſperſed in all the world. And 
this abomination as Doctours ſay, ſhall bee in the 
great Antichriſts times, 1290 dayes. Now pro- 
ueth this Doctor, that a day muſt be taken for a 
yeere, both by authoritie of Scripture in the ſame 
place and in other, and alſo by reaſon. And ſo 

it is thought by this Clerke, that the greateſt 
member of Antichriſt ſhall come and appeare' more 

in the 1400 yeere from the Birth of Chriſt, then 
any time elle before, which number of yeeres is 
now fulfilled, not fully 12 yeeres wanting. And 

this reaſon put not 1, as to ſhewany certaine time of 
his comming, ſeeing I haue not the knowledge, but 

to ſhew that he is nigh, but how nigh I know not. 
Hpoc. 6. But take weheed to the fourth part of the ſecond vi- 
ſion of S. Iohn, in the booke of the Reuelations, in 
the which vnder the opening of 7 Seales is decla- 
red the ſtate of the Church from the time of Chriſt 

to the end of the world, The opening of = 4 
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firſt Scales, ſhe w the eſtate of the Church fromithe - 
time of Chriſt, to the time of Antichriſts appear- 
ing, and his foregoers, the Which is ſhewed in the 


opening of the other three Seales. The opening The fit 
of the firſt Seale, telleth the ſtate of the Church in Sale. 
the time of the preaching of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

For then the firſt beaſt that was a Lyon, gaue his 
voyce, that betokened the Preachers of Chriſts Re- 
ſurrection, and his Aſcenſion. For then went out a 
white horſe, and he that fat vpon him had a Bow, 

in his hand, and he went forth ouercomming to 


ouercome. By this white horſe we vnderſtand, the zxpojzian: . 


cleane life and conuerſation that thoſe Preachers 
had, and by their bow their true preaching, 
pricking ſorrow or repentance in mens hearts for 
their ſins without flattering. They went out of 
Tewry that they came of, winning and ouercomming 
ſome of the lewes, and made them to leaue the 
truſt that they had in the old Law, and to belieue 
in Ieſus Chriſt, and to follow his teaching: and 
they went out to ouercome the Panimsgſhewing 
to them that their Images were no Gods, But mans 
work, vnmightie to ſaue themſelues, or any other; 
drawing them to the beliefe of Ieſus Chriſt, Ged 
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and man. In opening of the ſecond Seale, there 7; 
cryed a Calfe, which was a beaſt wont to be ſlain Scale. 
and offered to God in the old Law. This ſhew- Exe. 
eth the ſtate of the Church in the time of Martyrs, 

that for their ſteadfaſt preaching of Gods true 
word ſhed their blood; and that is betokened by 

the red horſe that went out at the opening of 

this feale, and this eſtate began at Nero the curſed vun, 
Emperour, and endured to the time of Conſtantine Conſtan- 
the Great, that endowed the Church. For in this % Mas- 
time many of Chriſts ſeruants, and namely, the 
leaders of Chriſts flocke were ſlaine, and of 32 
Biſhops of Rome, that were between Peter and 

Silueſter the firſt; I reade but of 4, but they were 

5 : 5 | Martyrs 
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** third Scale, telleth the ſtats of the Church, in the 


time of Hereticks, that is figured by the black | 
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Pfcien. then cried the third beaſt, that is a man, (for at 


that time was it needful for to preach the myſtry 
of Chriſts Incarnation and Paſſion, againſt the He- 


reticks, that take amiſs theſe points) how Chriſt 
tooke very mankind of Mary, he being God as he 
was before, and his Mother being Maid before 


The fourth and after. The opening of the fourth Seale, tel- 


, Seale. leth the ſtate of the Church in the time of Hypo- 


Expoſition, crits, that betokened by the pale horſe, that the 
ſign of penance without faith, doth blind the 
people; and he that ſat vpon this horſe, his name 
was Death: For they ſlay ghoſtly them that they 
leade and teach to God by other wayes then by 
Chriſt and hell followeth them, for hell. recei- 


ueth thoſe that theſe men deceiue. At that time 


ſhall it be need, that the fourth beaſt, that is the 
Eagle, flying higheſt of all fowles, make his cry 
to rayſe vp the Goſpel, and to prayſe Gods law 
.aboue all other, leſt mens wits and their traditions 
"tread downe and ouergrow the Law of God, by 
the falſhood of theſe hipocrits. And that is the laſt 
_ eſtate that is, or ſhall be in the Church, before the 


comming of the great Antichriſt. The opening 


oe of the fifth Seale, ſheweth the ſtate of the Church 


be, when it is. fulfilled that S. John prophecied 5 


The third treys, for the law of God, The opening of the | 


that then ſhall follow, and the deſires that the fol- 

Ilowers of Gods law ſhall haue, after the end of 

De fxth this world to be delivered of this woe. The open- 
 Seale. ing of the ſixth Scale, tellerh the ſtate of the Church 

in Antichriſts time, which eſtate ye may know to 


| That they blow not vpon 
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© waa Aan el this Shale, whare; de Mie 


After this, 1 ſow foure Angels fanding pon the 
2 en Ge of the earth, holding the * winds 


vpon the trees. The foure Angels be the Number 


of all the Diuels Miniſters, that in thoſe dayes to 


the earth, vpon the ſea, nor 


Note. 


do their Maſters pleaſure, ' ſhall ſtop the foure 


| winds (which be the foure Goſpels 
ed, and ſhall let the breath of the Holy Ghoſt to 


fall vpon men, that they might mourne for their 
TS fin to amend their life; and alſo vpon them that 
would increaſe in vertue, and vpon perfect men. 


What after this is to come? But chat the myſtry 


) to beepreach- 


of the ſeuenth Seale bee ſhewed, that hee come in The /enenth - 
his owne perſon, whom Tefus Chriſt ſhall lay with Sea. 


the breath of his mouth, when the fiend ſhall ſhew 
the vttermoſt perſecution that he and his ſeruants 
can doe to Chriſts ſubiects : and that ſhall he, the 
third warning that the world ſhall haue to come to 
A this Iudgement. In all this matter I haue ſaid no- 
thing of my ſelf, but of other Doctors that be ap- 
i Ttproued; 3 

N I faid alſo in my ſabe orinviphll part, whine it 
was to be knowne before what Iudge we muſt rec- 


kon, that is, God himſelfe, he that ſeeth all our 


deeds, and all our thoughts, from the beginning of 


our life to the end, and he ſhall ſhew there the hid 


things of our hearts, opening to all the world = 
righteouſnes of his iudgment, ſo that by the 


of God euery mans deeds ſhal be ſhewed to all the 


world. And ſo it ſeemeth by the words of S. John 


in the Apocalyps, where he did ſee dead men great 4je..20. 


and litle, ſtanding in the preſence of the Throne. 
And books were opened, and another book was opened, 
that was of life, and dead men were inaged after the 
. things that were written in theſe books, after their 

on doings, Theſe Bookes be mens Conſciences 


that now be Cloſed, but then ſhall be opened to all 
F the 
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© | "Mie wel en nad Gerin. boch their deeds ng 
ttthaughts. And the booke of life is Chriſts hung = 
and doctrin, that is hid no to them that ſhal be 
 - fo follow the world, rather then God. In the firſt 
book ſhall be writtet all that we haue done, in the 
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: other all that we ſhould-haue done. And then ſhall : 
dead men be iudged after thoſe things that bee writ- 
| ten in the bookes. And if the degds that we hae 
done, that be written in the bookes of our conſci- 
ences, be according to the booke of Chriſts teaching 

| 


and. liuing, the which is the booke of life, wee 
bee ſurely ſaued, or elſe we ſhall he. damned; for 

the 1udgements ſhall be giuen after. our workes. 
- :-»> Looke therefore now what is written in the Booke 
Hof thy Conſcience while thou art here, and if thau 
ud any thing contrary to Chriſts life and teaching, 
ſcrape it out with the knife of repentance and write 
it better, euermore thinking that thou ſhalt giue a 
[+ ___ . egecknning of thy Raglywicke. 
| Me. Alſo I faid principally, that it were good to know 

| what reward ſhall then be giuen to the wiſe ſeruants 
and good, and what to falſe and wicked ſeruants, 
Were. Whereupon it is written that the Lord Ieſus Chriſt 
| ſhall come to judgement here intp this world, in 
the ſame body that he tooke of Mary the Virgine, 
hauiug thereon the wounds that he ſuffered for our 
redemption. And all that euer ſhall be ſaued, ta- 
king againe their bodies, cleauing to their Head 
Chriſt, ſhall be caught vp, meeting him in the aire 
(as S. Paul ſaith:) And they that ſhall be damned, 
ly ing upon the earth, as in a tun of wine, the dregs 
being beneath, and the cleare wine ſtanding aboue. 
Then ſhall Chriſt aſke account of the deeds of mer- 
 cie, reprouing falſe Chriſtian men, for leauing them 

- vndone ; rehearſing the ſame, and other paines that 
his true ſeruants baue ſuffered in following him. 
Then fhall thoſe falſe ſeruants goe with the Comms 

| | whom 


« 


dall go into everlaſting life. 


| hed haue 8 in n allowing 
— into the endleſſe fire: But che righteous men 
Then ſhall be ful- 
Dooke of myſteries, 
them that dwell on 
t gaue — oho 
with mans hand, 
ſhould haue giuen 


filled that is written in the 
Woe, woe, woe, ſhall be v 
the earth 3 woe to the Paint 
ſhip to dead Images, wrou 
and to other Creatures, that 


to God that made him. . 


teth ſo much in the old law; then ſhall he ſee the 
Son of Mary iudging the world, whom, he deſpiſed 
and crucified. Woe to the falſe Chriftian man that 
knew the will of God, and fulfilled it not. Alſo 
| woe ſhall be to the ſin of thought to thee, that haſt 
ſhut out of thy heart the feare of God, that is, 
mind of his paſſion, holy contemplation of his 
goodneſſe, and memorie of his benefits, and thankes 
therefore: And haſt alſo excluded meekeneſſe, pit- 
tie, gentleneſſe, &c. and haſt made thy heart a 
houſe for ſwine and a den of theeues, by 3 
thoughts and delights. As thou here haſt ſhut God 
cout of thy heart, ſo ſhall he ſhut thee out of hea- 
ven. Thou haſt harbowred the companie of the 
| end and therefore with him in hell thou ſhalt 
ever abide, Woe alſo ſhall be for thy ſin of ſpeech, 
for that thou couldeſt not open thy mouth for e 
and ſtinking ſin to praiſe God in the fellowſhi 
Saints. Thou haſt vied thy ſpeech wn 
with curſing, fraud, deceit, — forſwering, 
ſcorning and backbiting. For comely prayſing 1s 
not in the mouth of ſinners, in which if thou . 
kept thy mouth cleane, thou ſhouldſt haue ſu 
Heauen, in the fellowſhip of Angels, this ble 60 
Song: Sanfus, ſanbtus, ſanctus, Dominus Deus Om- 
nipotens : that is, Holy, Boly, — art thou 2 
Cod Almightie, Now crying and weeping, thou 
malt in the companie of diuels cry: Je, ve, quan- 
te ſunt mere chat is, Wee, woe, how or” 
: es” 1088 
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